
April 6, 2020 
 
Barry A. Berezowsky, Community Development Director   
bberezowsky@sequimwa.gov  
Tim Woolett, Community Development 
twoolett@sequimwa.gov  
City of Sequim, WA 
 
We are writing to protest the non-requiring of an EIS for the proposed MAT clinic to be located in Sequim.  Sequim is 
a small town with insufficient revenue to support the potential issues that are historically associated with a MAT 
clinic.  The failure to involve the residents of Sequim in this decision is unconscionable and likely a violation of city 
ordinances. Sequim is made up of a large number of elderly and retired citizen, in comparison to the county at large.  
State and US Census data show that Clallam county overall has a population over 65 of 29%, whereas Sequim has 
40%.  (See links listed below to confirm statements and statistics referenced in this letter.) 

Furthermore, studies have shown that the numbers of addicted individuals seeking treatment are most likely to be 

middle age or younger.  

The elderly are less likely to be able to protect themselves against the crimes that are often associated with drug 
related incidences.  Nor do they possess the skill set or resources to cope with a large influx of opioid addicted 

individuals and the associated mental health issues that would naturally increase in Sequim’s public places.   

Most often proponents of the clinic cite the insufficient number of available seats to meet the demand.  However, 
there are many available seats in both Port Angeles and Port Townsend.  Statistics continue to demonstrate that 
there are not enough addicts in Sequim to justify a MAT clinic without importing large numbers from other parts of 
the state.  

Based on current statistics, Clallam County as a whole is already well positioned to handle much larger numbers than 
the national average requires. 

Three major studies conducted in Washington State concluded that the average one year retention rate in MAT 
programs is 51%.  Further analysis found that while in treatment, 45% continued to take illicit drugs which begs the 
question, where do these drugs come from. It is not rocket science to determine that this MAT clinic will 
exponentially increase the numbers of drug dealers on the street and throughout our community and county. 

13% of participants self reported criminal justice involvement or outstanding charges within past 30 days when 
interviewed. Who were the victims of these criminal activities? Local citizens!  Equally concerning, 48% of MAT clients 
were either homeless or lacked stable housing.  Where will these people “overnight” while receiving treatments?  
Sequim certainly does not have the resources to deal with the current number of homeless, much less any increase 
due to an influx of MAT clients. 

We are both healthcare professionals.  We understand the humanitarian concerns of addiction and feel that there 
should be a plan to help addicted individuals, however we cannot see either the logic or the need to place a facility 
inside the city limits of Sequim.  We would highly suggest alternative locations where there would be no impact on 
Sequim at large and more specifically its vulnerable elderly population.  Anacortes is frequently cited as an example of 
a successful treatment facility.  It should be noted that their location is a considerable distance outside their city 
limits.  We respectfully request that alternate sites be evaluated with local citizen input prior to a final decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Bagwell, RN, RVS, RDMS, RDCS 

Leslie Furlow, RN, PhD, MSN, MPH, BSN, FNP-BC 
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Citations: 

https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates 

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/rda/reports/research-4-102 

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Sequim/ 

https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cae0313.pdf 

https://static.wixstatic.com/media/8f2579_d53596260f82445cbfff13753ee464df~mv2.png 

https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/suboxone-treatment-port-angeles-clinic-to-triple-capacity/ 

https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/opioid-treatment-center-to-open-in-port-angeles-this-summer/ 

https://baltimorepostexaminer.com/opioid-treatment-research-shows-saturation-treatment-centers-increases-
crime/2015/02/25 

https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/rda/reports/research-4-102
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cae0313.pdf
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/8f2579_d53596260f82445cbfff13753ee464df~mv2.png
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/suboxone-treatment-port-angeles-clinic-to-triple-capacity/
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/opioid-treatment-center-to-open-in-port-angeles-this-summer/
https://baltimorepostexaminer.com/opioid-treatment-research-shows-saturation-treatment-centers-increases-crime/2015/02/25
https://baltimorepostexaminer.com/opioid-treatment-research-shows-saturation-treatment-centers-increases-crime/2015/02/25

